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45969
Dear Chief' Officer

HAY FIRES:: ADDITIVES TO HAY

•
1. It has been brought to m:y' attention that some farmers are increasingly
using additives and preservatives in hay to prevent mould growth and I
thought that Chief Fire Officers would wish to be aware of this development and
its possible effeot on fire-fighting operations. A list of some !mown additives
is attached. One of the benefits of using additives is thought to be a
reduotion in the likelihood of heating which is perhaps one of the more oommon
causes of fires in ha¥. .

2. Two particular points arise which are of interest to fire-fighters.

3. Ny information is that the quantity of preservative used'is relatively small.
about 0.1 per oent by weight of that of the hay. and at this level. even allowing
for the possible use of greater than reoommended quantities and poor distribution
in the ha¥. there would be no marked alteration in the !mown fire risks from those
oocurring with the hay alone. Although some slight changes in smell may be
apparent. the main problem would still be the acridity of the fumes from the
burning ha¥ i tsel!.

4. A different situation exists when a storeroom or barn oontaining quantities
of the preservative chemioals in their raw and undiluted state is involved in
fire. Here a toxio conoentration of fumes could result. particularly in an

• enclosed spaoe. and breathing apparatus should be worn.

5. The farmer should be oonsulted to asoertain whether these additives in their
undiluted state are involved in any fire situation and whether hay in barns or
other enolosed spaces has been chemically treated so that appropriate aotion.
inoluding the wearing of breathing apparatus" can be initiated where neoessary.

Yours sinoerely

No. 90/76



•
HAY ADDITlVIS - LIST O:r CURRmf'l' PRODUCTS

Hay Additive llanutacturer

•

•

He.Y Shield

Bale !tote (Powder)

Ha,y Jlaker

Ha,y lIaater

Ha,ystat

Hay Preservative

Hay Care

:roddende H

Add-H

:reed Servioe (Livestock) Ltd., Hartham, Corsham,
Wilts SN13 OQB

Pan Britannica Industries Ltd., Britann:l.ca House,
Waltham CraBS, Herts ENS 7DY

T1thebarn Products Ltd., PO Box 20, Viotoria House,
Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 ON!

Agl.l Ltd., Fishponds Close, Wold.lI8ham, Berks RGll 2QL

Chapman and Frearson Ltd., Victoria Street,
Grimsby . DN3l 1PX

Jti.neral Supplelll8nts Ltd., PO Box 10, Runcorn, Cheshire

Bell and Sons Ltd., Link Road, Hu;vton, Liverpool L36 6AR

Dallas Keith Ltd., Bromag Industrial Estate,
Jti.nster Lovell, Near Witney, Oxf'ordshire

BP Nutrition (OK) Ltd., Green:f'ield House, 69/73 Manor Road,
Wellington, Surrey SM6 OBP
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